Diem caught United Statg
nflitary commander Gen. Pa
13, Harkmq by surprise despifd
warmng: from his subordinate
' The: United States Militark
.\asis(ancc Command lormal
enied the report that Hark ‘
.| had ‘ignored warnings. It sa
‘| the coup Jleaders’ maintaine}
;Strict secrecy until their attac
"The sources said that Harking
“H¥included a paragraph in a repo
| to Washington from the military
|:and Central Intelligence Agenc
here saying he did nof believ
ihat.a coup was imminent. Theg|
id that . after, the beginning o
“tolp, Harkins asked tn havy
aragraph deleted from th
L

. Dcnles Daletion

ihtary,, Assistance Com
nied that any such para
s inthe report original
and . thatk no. deletion Wwaq

“was kept informed of coup plans

he revolt when it would oécur.

lt‘nup Harkins mentioned 'In a

-:Van Don that he had heard rum.
Lors about a plot for & coup, They

“Tran why anyone would want to
tehect a coup against Diem be-
icause the government was Mn-.

;ning the war apainst the :Comé ;

.nunist  Viet Cong guerrilias;
i Tran was one of the fhree.gen-
era;n who planned the coup,

' Symbol of Old Policy

Sources In the new military
- goyernment of South Viet Nam
said that junta leaders had made:
it clear 1o the United States Em-
bassy thal they privately regard
| Harkins as a symbol of the old
,Amencan pohcy of support for
. the Diem regime, although they

have made no xgeorlu: dewires |

]

ing  Harking’s future _in Viét
Nam.

As head of the Mlhtary Ag
sistance Command, Harkini,
charge of the 15,000 United State
officers and soldiers. servigg o
advisérs to the .Viet' N mes
army in the war ‘against’th
Communist guerrillas,

Lodge 15 expected in Washing

) nf theu' mlual attack.

o lleadquarler« “Ynto * their confi-|
dence,r but usidered absolute
secrecy pargmiount to the suc-
cess ‘of theipiplan.”
The statemiept said the United
{States militaty ‘vad been told of
troop movem i1 on the morning
of the coup "vuf the cover plan-
Ining had bear #r well conceived
and exscuied {&:)¢ the imminence
f a cnup d'etiu} was not appar-
ont’ :

The sources spbd Harkins wa..
1ol taken intc EVY confidence o
he coup leacass becwuse they

svernmdy b

ythe time. they regretied|

ton late next week.to give Presi.
dent John F. Kenhedy a repor(

velopments, )
Lodge first will meet in Hon:
olulu next Wednesdav with Sec. 1
retary of State Dean Rusk, Des’
{fense Secreiary Robert §. Mci
Namara and xanldng military of- ]

nd was:told two days before[

Reliablé Viet Namese sources!
:suid that several days before the !

iconversation with Maj. Gen, Tran 1

“said that Harkins asked Gén.

known to' the embassy codoern-1:

on the coup and subsequent de- “

(ficials for a review of the situa-
{tion.

Adm. Harrv D. Felt, com- .
|mander-in-chief of United SmM
forces in the Pacific, will atter d‘
the Hanolulu mect:ng, as will {P
Gen. Harkins.

The United States has agreed’
o resume full econom:c aid to
Viet Nam, a United Stares Fmo
bassy officia! said todav
Feonomic aid had been t peredl
il m the last wrehs of “the
exime of President [venn in a.
vterapt to force a o Dher
poticy. Military sid, winch 1ia
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I

poommum to plan liquication of :

1Gen
army- lsader “the coup: qnd
minister of informaron in the’
overnmeﬁt said that =a

all traces cof ‘the zovirmment
headed by Dxem ‘would be es..
tablished..

Gen. Ton said Mmc  Nhu's
Women's Solidarity Movement
was among the groups that would
ba removed. The sixtersinlaw of
Diem founded the orgasization.
as a political foree and ordeeed

D13-0

slled with Diem in die coup,




